[General AL-amyloidosis: a rare complication in Waldenstrom macroglobulinemia].
Waldenström's macroglobulinemia (W.M.) is a paraproteinemic disorder similar to multiple myeloma expressing a monoclonal IgM paraprotein. The course of W.M. is milder and the occurrence of renal disease is less frequent than in multiple myeloma. Amyloidosis occurs in less than 5% of patients with monoclonal IgM. We report a 65 year old patient with an asymptomatic long-term survival whose W.M. remained without any therapy. Amyloidosis developed twenty-one years after the initial diagnosis presenting with the nephrotic syndrome, renal and heart failure. W.M. combined with amyloidosis is a rare association. The deposition of amyloid causes progressive organ damage and indicates a bad prognosis. Most commonly nephrotic syndrome or heart failure are signs of amyloidosis. The development of amyloidosis does not seem to be influenced by the duration of W.M. disease or the paraprotein level. It is not known whether the amyloidosis can be prevented by an early chemotherapy.